An analysis of the results of a sociometric test in grades one through eight and a comparison of some isolates, well-chosen, and stars. by Kilroy, Dorothy
Boston University
OpenBU http://open.bu.edu
Theses & Dissertations Dissertations and Theses (pre-1964)
1950
An analysis of the results of a
sociometric test in grades one
through eight and a comparison of
some isolates, well-chosen, and
stars.
https://hdl.handle.net/2144/11307
Boston University
, 
BOSTON UNIVERSITY 
SCHOOL OF EDUCATION 
Thesis 
AN AN~SIS OF THE RESULTS OF A SOCIOMETRIC 
TEST IN GRADES ONE THROUGH EIGHT AND A 
COMPARISON OF SCME ISOLATES, WELL-CHOSEN, 
AND STARS 
Submitted by 
Dorothy Kilroy 
(B. s. in Education, State Teachers College, 
Framingham, 1935) 
In Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements 
for the degree of Master of Education 
1950 
~ , 
First Reader: Dr. Helen A. Murnhy, Associate Professor 
of Education 
Second Reader: Dr. William C. Kvaraceus, Professor of 
Education 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
=======*========================================================== ~~=======• 
I 
. I 
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 
I wish to express my appreciation to Dr. 
William C. Kvaraceus, Professor of Education, 
for suggesting this study. 
I wish to express my gratitude to Dr. 
Helen A. Murphy, Associate Professor of Edu-
cation, for her guidance and inspiration. 
I 
:I 
I 
·I 
I \( 
lJ 
II 
T.ABLE OF CONTENTS lj 
!i CHAPTER PAGE il 
I. IN'l'RODUC'riON . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 II 
II . SUMMARY OF RESEARCH 6 
,. 
. • . . . • • . . . . . . 
II History of Sociometry . . . . . . . . . • . 6 
Definition of Terms . . . . . . . . . . . 7 
Review of Related Research . . . . . . . 10 
III. PLAN OF STUDY . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21 
.Administration of the Sociometric Test . 22 
Analyses of Tests . . . . . . . . . 23 
I 
II Check List for Individual Studies . . . 2t· II 
II IV. ANALYSIS OF DATA . . . . . . . . . . . 30 
II 
II Tabulation of Results . . . . . . . 31 I 
Check List Data . . . . . . . . . . . . . 71 
II 
Individual Studies . . . . . . . . . 90 
!J 
SUMMARY OF DATA 100 v. . . . . . . . II 
1: 
'I I· Summary of the Finclings . . . . . . . . 101 I 
r II Conclusions . . . . . 107 . . . . . . . . 
Suggestions for Further Study . . • . . 108 
I 
I BIBLIOGRAPHY . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . 109 
1\ 
LIST OF TABLES 
TABLE PAGE 
I • Analysis of the Sociometric Test, 
Grade One - Town A . • . • • • • • . . . 3·2 
II. Analysis of the Sociometric Test, 
Grade One - Town B • • • • . • • • • . • 33 
III. Analysis of the Sociometric Test, 
Grade Two - Town A • • • • • • • • • • • 34 
I 
IV. Analysis of the Sociometric Test, 
Grade Two - Town B • • • • • • • • • • • 35 
v. Analysis of the Sociometric Test, 
I Grade Three 
- Town A • . • • • • • • • • • 36 
VI. Analysis of the Sociometric Test, 
Grade Three - Town B • • • • • • • • • • . 37 
VII. Analysis of the Sociometric Test, 
Grade Four ~ Town A • • • • • • • • • • • 38 
VIII. Analysis of the Sociometric Test, 
Grade Four - Town B • • • • • • • • • • . 39 
IX. Analysis of the Sociometric Test, 
Grade Six - Town A • . • • • • • • • . • 40 
x. Analysis of the Sociometric Test, 
Grade Six - Town B • • • • • • • • • • . 41 
XI. Analysis of the Sociometric Test, 
Grade Eight - Town A . . • . • • • • • . . 42 
XII. Analysis of the Sociometric Test, 
Grade Eight - Town B • • • • • • • • • . . 43 
XIII. Frequency of Sociometric Choices, 
Grades One through Eight - Town A and Town B • 44 
LlST OF TABLES (continued) 
TABLE PAGE 
XIV. Total Number of Leaders in Grades One 
through Eight in Town A and Town B, 
selected by Bronfenbrenn~r's Sociometric 
Scales · • • • • • • • • • . 46 
XV. Total Number of Well-Chosen Pupils in 
Grades One through Eight in Town A and 
Town B, selected by Bronfenbrenner's 
Sociometric Scale • • • • • • • • • • • 48 
XVI. Total Number of Isolates in Grades One 
through Eight in Town A and Town B, se-
lected by Bronfenbrenner's Sociometric 
Scale • • • • • • • • • • • 50 
XVII. 
XVIII. 
XIX. 
xx. 
XXI. 
XXII. 
XXIII. 
Total Number of Leaders, Well-Chosen, 
and Isolates in Grades One through 
Eight in Town A and Town B shown in 
Percentage • • • · • • • ~ • • • 
Chronological Age Frequency Distribution · 
of Leaders, Well-Chosen, and Isolates. .- • 
• • 
Intelligence Quotient Frequency Distribu-
tion of Leaders, Well-Chosen, and Iso-
lates • • • 
• • 
Distribution of School Marks of Leaders, 
Well-Chosen, and Isolates • • 
Relationship of Leaders, Well-Chosen, 
and Isolates with Members of their Class 
Frequency of Divorce, Separation, or 
• • • 
• • • 
53 
72 
74 
75 
76 
Death among Parents of Leaders, Well-
77 Chosen, and- Isolates ••••• 
78 Number of Children in Families of Leaders, Well-Chosen, and· Isolate~ • • • • • 
LIST OF TABLES (continued) 
TABLE PAGE 
XXIV. 
XXV • 
XXVI. 
XXVII. 
1CXVIII. 
XXIX. 
XXX. 
XXXI. 
XXXII. 
Numerical Position in the Family of Lead-
ers, Well-Chosen, and Isolates • • • • • 
Physical Health of Leade-rs, Well-Chosen, 
and Isolates • • • • • 
. . . 
• • • 
School Attendance of Leaders, Well-Chosen, 
and Isolates • • • • • • • • 
Family Income of Leaders, Well-Chosen, 
and Isolates • • • • • • • • 
Father's Occupations of Leaders, Well-
Chosen, and Isolates ••••• 
Relationships of Leaders, Well-Chosen, 
and Isolates with Members of their Fami-
lies • • • • • 
Outstanding Personality Traits of Lead-
ers, Well-Chosen, and Isolates • • • • • 
Club Membership of Leaders, Well-Chosen, 
and Isolates • • • • • 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
• • • 
Church Attendance of Leaders, Well-Chosen, 
79 
80 
81 
82 
84 
85 
86 
88 
and Isolates • • • • • • • • 89 
LIST OF FIGURES 
FIGURE PAGE 
1. Sociometric Tabulation Form • . • . . • . • 24 
2. Check List for I ncl:i vidu·a:l . Studi.es. . . . • • 28 
3. Sociogram of a First Grade - Town A . . • • 55 
4. Sociogram of a First Grade - Town B • . . • 56 
5. Sociogram of a Second Grade - Town A • • • . 57 
6o Sociogram of a Second Grade - Town B • • • • 59 
7. Sociogram of a Third Grade - Town A • • • . 60 
8. Sociogram of a Third Grade - Town B • • • • 61 
9. Sociogram of a Fourth Grade - Town A • • • 0 63 
lOo Sociogram of a Fourth Grade - Town B • • • 0 64 
11. Sociogram of a Sixth Grade - Town A • • • • 65 
12. Sociogram of a Sixth Grade - Town B . • • 0 67 
13. Sociogram of anEighth Grade - Town A • • • • 68 
14. Sociogram of an Eighth Grade - Town B • • • • 69 
CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
The purpose of this study is to use a Socio-
metric Test1 in twe~ve classrooms to discover individuals 
in the group whose position in the group is of isolation or 
leadership and to attempt to show some reasons for this by 
case studies·. 
Since as educators we deal with children in 
groups, a better knowledge of the interpersonal framework of 
the group is essential. Every phase of learning takes plaQe 
in the group, and the position an individual holds in the 
group whether of isolation or prominence, can affect his to-
tal development. Each person within the group strives for 
status in that group. In some classrooms there are children 
who are not well adjusted to group living. Some- valid way to 
investigate and locate those children striving for friendship, 
security, and a place in the social pattern of the group, is 
important. It is equally important to locate the unsuspected 
leaders in a group, through whose efforts learning can and 
does take place. 
I Helen Hall Jennings, Sociometry in GrouR Relations, A Work 
Guide for Teachers, American Council on Education, Washington, 
D. C., 1948, 88 PP• 
The simplicity, ease, and reliability of a 
Sociometric Teet has been upheld by reeearch.2 To any work-
er in the field of guidance or child study, it is an effective 
tool to point out those individuals within the group who seem 
to be secure and happy, and those who are found to be rele-
gated to a position of isolation in the group by the other mem-
bers. Connor';; study shows how unreliable teachers' estimate 
is of children Who ~re well adjusted in the group. She com-
pared the number of isolates and leaders chosen by the teach,er 
with those selected by the children, and found a low correla-
tion between teacher's choices and children's choices. 
Some children in the group, in need of definite 
help in group living, are -withdrawing and suppressing their tal-
ents, or learning to make every action an exclusive, independ-
ent one, regardless of others. 
Workers with young people have stressed in some 
sohoole, the importance of the individual. What he does poorly 
or successfully is an individual matter. This emphasis on 
4::: J. J. Moreno, "The Three Branches of Sociometry, A Post-
script," Sociometry, XI: 124-127, May, 1948. 
3 Helen Connor, "A Sociometric Analysis of the Pierce Ele-
mentary School," Unpublished Ed. 14. Thesis, Boston University, 
~947. 
2 
individuality does not allow for the psychological need that 
children have for approval from their contemporaries. 
Jennings4 points out that academic learning 
in school cannot be separated from the group atmosphere. 
Children's attitudes to each other and personal feelings of 
belonging, have a great deal to do with the wa:y they learn. 
Tensions brought about ~ insecurity and unhappiness absorb 
energy that could be given to academic work. Individuals can 
stimulate when not always forced to compete with each other. 
The Sociometric Test which was first devised 
by Dr. Moreno5 and used by Dr. Jennings6 in her research is a 
tabulation of the three friendship choices of each child in 
the classroom·• A diagram, called a sociogram, is made from 
this tabulation to show more clearly the most popular children 
those frequently chosen, those not chosen by any one, mutual 
choices, and boy and girl choices. 
4 Jennings, ~· cit. 
5 J. L • .Moreno, !!hQ Shall Survive? A New Approach to the 
Problem of Interrelations, Nervous and Mental Disease. Mono-
graph Series, No. 58, Washington, D. C., 1934, 440 pp. 
6 Jennings, ~· oi t. 
3 
'] 
From Jenning~ Handbook for Teachers is found 
this summary of a Sociometric Test, and the need for a device 
to understand group inter-action: its definite limits and its 
prime purpose. 
Stated briefly, sociometry may be described as 
a means of presenting simply and graphically the entire struc-
ture of relations existing at a given time among members of a 
given group. The maJor lines of communication, or the pattern 
of attraction and rejection in its full scope, are made readi-
ly comprehensible at a glance. This is done by asking the 
children to choose from among themselves preferred companions 
in some school situation that is real to them, and arranging 
the results in what is called a sociogram. It should, of 
, co urse, be said at once, that the soci ometrie test and dia-
gram do not suffice to explain the motives underlying the 
choices made; nor do they in and of themselves reveal the val-
ues that affect the children's inter-action. In other words, 
not only is each sociogram a starting point for further investi 
gation, but also a whole series of sociograms are needed at 
stated intervals before a particular classroom 11 society" may be 
properly understood• As a starting point, however, the chief 
- ,z. Jennings, .2I!. ei t. 
4 
significance of a sociogram lies in its comprehensive revela-
tion of the group structure and its clear direction toward the 
next steps for study or investigation. 
It is hoped that these Sociometric Tests will 
be helpful in revealing the structure of groups and the roles 
that individuals hold in the groups. 
From Individual .S.tudies, _ t he likenesses and . t he 
differences between the isolates, well-chosen, and leaders 
will be discussed. rt is hoped that this discussion will show 
some of the traits, attitudes, and kinds of behavior that give 
an individual status in the group. 
5 
CHAPTER II 
SUMMARY OF RESEARCH 
CHAPTER II 
SUMMARY OF RESEARCH 
HISTORY OF SOCIOMETRY 
A Sociometric Test is used in this research to 
locate the individuals for case studies. This test was de-
vised by the Austrian physician, Dr. Jacob L. Moreno. His 
first practical investigations into the structure of groups 
and the interpersonal relationships of i-ndividuals in the 
group were .carried on in a resettlement camp of homeless people 
in Italy during 1917-1918. Moren-o's next research, done in 
t.he . United .States as a Director of a Subsistence Homestead Com-
munity Project under the Department of the Interior, extended 
fpom 1923-1931. This research furthered his interest in the 
affinities of individuals for each other and the complex inter-
personal patterns of the group. He applied his Sociometric 
test in a large Brooklyn, New York Public School, in the New 
York Training School for Girls, in Sing Sing Prison, in Mount 
Sinai Hospital, and in private sanitariums. This was done to 
determine the relationship of individuals to each other and 
their status in each particular group. 
Publication of Moreno's work and demonstrations 
of his method led to the use of his test by social scientists, 
teachers, guidance workers, and psychologists. 
In 1937, with the assistance of Dr. Helen Hall 
Jennings, 1 whose book on the experiment carried on at the New 
York Training School ~or Girls made a valuable contribution to 
the field of Sociometry, a magazine was started. Entitled 11 So-
eio-metry,11 it was published to serve as a clearing house for 
the reports of field workers who are investigating and using 
sociometric techniques in group work. 
DEFINITION OF TERMS 
1. Sociometry has been defined by Bronfen-
2 brenner in a report compiled by Loomis and Pepinsky: 
"sociometry is a method of discovering, describing, 
and evaluating social status, structure, and de-
velopment through measuring the extent of accept-
ance or reject! on in social groups.'' 
2. The Sociometric Test is an informal one. 
Individuals are asked to list three or more companions in their I 
group with whom they wish to be associated for work or play ac-
tivities. The test questions must be for an actual purpose and 
the results carried out immediately if genuine response is to 
be gained. 
I Helen Hall Jennings, Leadership and Isolation, New York. 
Longmans, Green and Company, 1943, 240 pp. 
' 2 Charles P. Loomis and Harold Pepinsky, "sociometry 
1937-1947--Theory and Method, 11 Sociometry XI: 262-285, August, 
1948. 
7 
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3. A Sociometric Tabulation Form. A form that 
gives a total picture of all the individual's responses and 
each one's position in the group. 
4. A Sociogram. A diagram that graphically pre-
sents the social structure of a group as a whole and the inter-
action of individual persons. 
5. An isolate is an individual unehosen by his 
group. His position is revealed by the sociogram. 
6. A leader or star is an individual overchosen 
beyond what he needs or can use. He is located on the socio-
gram. 
7. A mutual is a pattern formed by two individu-
als who choose each other as shown by the sociogram. 
8. A triangle is a relationship between three 
individuals established on the basis of mutual choices on all 
three sides. This is pictured by the sociogram. 
9. Chains are a string of one-way choices be-
tween individuals. These are found especially in very young 
groups. 
10. A clique pattern is a well-defined division 
of children who only choose within their own set and neither 
give nor receive choices from the outside. 
9 
====~====~=========================--========================~=-=-=·=-~====-----
Because of the relatively few years that So-
ciometry has been a ''subclass within Sociology, n3 and in use a 
a practical way to study groups, it seems practical to give 
some basis for its widespread use and validity. 
:Moreno4 defines the following terms as "hypoth-
eses substantiated by the six hundred research people working 
independently in the field of Sociometry who report their find 
ings in the Journal, Sociometry.n 
11. nTele phenomenon .. -•the factor that causes 
the social gravity between individuals and groups. It is re-
sponsible for the validity of the social patterns above a 
chance pattern. 
12. ~ of ~ Social Atom--as an individual 
sends his emotions into the group around him and as they send 
their emotions towards him, a pattern of choices and rejection 
can be noted between an individual and the group. This patter 
is his Social ~· 
13. The Sociodynamic Law states that the num-
ber of choices received by individuals in a group is unevenly 
divided among the members of a group regardl~ss of its size. 
Few are overchosen above what they need or can use. The larg 
- 3 Stuart Dodd, nA Systematics for Sociometry and for All 
Science, n Sociometry XI: 14, February-Kay, 1948. 
4 J. L. Moreno,"The Three Branches of Sociometry, A Post-
script," Sociometry XI: 127, February, 1948. 
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number get choices within their needs, and a large number are 
unchosen. The scores when plotted for a group form a J curve 
j and a few obtain scores much higher than chance would allow, 
I 
J and a large number receive scores below chance. 
14. The Law of Social Gravitation states that 
people move toward each other in proportion to the ·-amount of at. 
traction given or received in inverse proportion to the amount 
of repulsion given or received, the physical distance between 
the two localities being constant, the facilities .of communica-
tion between localities being equal. 
REVIEW OF RELATED RESEARCH 
Many investigators interested irt child welfare, 
study, and guidance have used a Sociometric Test to better un-
derstand their groups and as a basis for individual therapy. 
Connor's5 work analyzed the social structure 
of seven classrooms in one elementary school to determine the 
" nature and extent of any problem of social acceptability. She 
gave a Sociometric Test to all classes. In each room, leaders 
and isolates were found. She also noted that the bonds of 
friendship strengthened as children grew older. Mutual choices 
5 Helen Connor, "A Sociometric Analysis of the Pierce Ele-
mentary School," Unpublished Ed. M. Thesis, Boston University 
School of Education, 1947. 
10 
were more numerous in the upper grades. Triangles began to 
show up in Grade Three. Boy and Girl choices, which were very 
numerous in the early grades were few in Grade Six. 
Jennings6 studied two hundred and thirty-six 
girls at the New York Training School. These girls of Junior 
and Senior High School age were sent to this closed community 
by the New York Courts. They were given a Sociometric Test and 
allowed to pick companions for their cottages, for school, for 
work, and for recreational activities. From the test results, 
I one hundred thirty-three were selected for ease studies as eith l 
er le~ders or isolates. A retest given eight months later re-
vealed that the patterns, in a group, of attraction and rejec-
tions are a relatively constant factor, although individuals 
occupying certain patterns may not be the same individuals who 
occupied them at a later time. 
From her intensive case study work with isolate~ 
and leaders and her study of their social atoms for over a year l 
Dr. Jennings finds statistical evidence for this statement:7 
·' In the little community studied in the present 
research, both isolation and leadership were found to 
be products of inter-personal interaction and not of 
attributes residing within the persons, placed in 
6 H. H. Jennings, Leadershi~ and Isolation, 
Longmans, Green and Company, 19 3:-240 PP• 
7 H. H. Jennings,~· cit., pp. 211-212. 
New York: 
11 
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their respective choice status by membership. A social 
process of interaction involving a certain manner of 
behaving by and towards the individuals respectively 
isolated or so lifted to leadership was found to form 
the very basis of the isolation and leadership. No 
simple variable, such as the length of time an indi-
vidual has been in the community, or his chronologi-
cal age relative to the other members, or his intel-
ligence or even his greater opportunity for contact-
ing others appears to account for the particular 
choice status accorded him. Instead the reciprocal 
interplay maintaining between the individual and those 
in the same field and constituting the individual's 
personality as the latter view him, appears the under-
lying basic explanation of isolation and leadership. 
Dr. Jennings8 further points out that: 
11 The phenomena of leadership and isolation appear 
as side by side phenomena that are born of the press 
exerted by field forces. Individuals are propelled 
into positions of leadership through the response 
which greets their extraordinary capacity for inter-
personal contributions in specific situations and in 
e H. H. Jennings,~· cit., p. 217 
12 
other instances individuals are propelled into iso-
lation through lack of positive response to their 
interpersonal contribution in specific situations." 
Becker and Loomis9 gave a Sociometric Test to 
students in a rural consolidated school in Michigan. They 
were trying to find out if there were cleavages between stu-
dents who came from farm or urban areas. They found leaders, 
I isolates , and mutuals in each group, but from their research 
I located no cleavages. After examination of the student's back- ! 
1 ground factors and personality traits, they noted their evi- I 
dence showed that behavior characteristics and personal qual- I 
ities were more responsible for group status. 
A two-year study of isolates (or "outsiders" as 
she defines them,) carried on by Northway10 reveals the dangers 
to both society and the personality of a child in being "sent 
into isolation." Northway investigated grades five and six in 
a small public school in Canada. From a Sociometric Test, 
eighty pupils were investigated. This test, followed by study 
of school records, intelligence, psychological tests, observa-
tiona of children on the playground, and home visitations helped 
to form her conclusions. Her data indicate no correlation be- \ 
tween chronological age, mental age, intelligence, school marks, 
9 Myron c:-Becker and Charles P . Loomis, "Measuring Rural, 
Urban, and Farm and Non-Farm Cleavages in a Rural Consolidated 
School," Sociometry XI: 246-260, August, 1948. 
10 Mary L. Northway, "Outsiders," Sociometry VII: 10-25, 
, February, 1944 • 
13 
socioeconomic home c ondi tiona, or attractive looks of' children. 
All "outsiders" are different from each other. No one factor 
distinguishes them, but there are similarities between 11 out-
siders. 11 
She classes them as: 
1. Recessive Children 
2. Socially Uninterested Children 
3. Socially Ineffective Children 
The only background factors found to be char-
acteristic of outsiders, in home visitations, were lack of f'am-
ily affection and consistency. 
Bonney's11 work concerns itself with discover-
ing that kind of personality who makes a favorable impression o ~ 
others. He tested fourth graders in three schools in Texas dur 
ing 1941•1942 by using a Sociometric Test and a modified rating 
scale of Tryon's.l2 This scale had twenty traits palred with 
opposites. Each child was given three copies to rate the three 
friends he selected in the Sociometric Test. Those not chosen 
by any one had their names written on blanks and a child was 
asked to rate them. From examination of data these· traits were 
judged to be possessed by the popular child: 
1. Aggressive 
2. Overt in responses 
3. Enthusiastic 
11 Merl E. Bonney, "Personality Tra1 ts of' the Socially Sue- ~ 
cessful and Socially Unsuccessful Children, 11 Journal of' Educa-
tiont~ Psychology, 34:449-457, November, 1943. 
Caroline M. Tryon, "The Adolescent Peer Culture, 11 Forty-
third Yearbook of' the National Society for the Study of' ~duca­
t1on, 217-39, 1944. 
14 
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I 
4. Active 
5. Sought attention 
6. Friendly 
7. Bossy 
8. Daring 
9. At ease with adults 
10. Felt welcomed in group 
and happy 
Mutual friends, reporting on each other, listed these traits as 
important: 
1. Quiet 
2. Tidy 
3. Daring 
4. A leader 
5. Friendly 
6. Enthusiastic 
1. Good-looking 
8. Active in Recitations 
Another study of Bonney' sl3 investigates wheth- I 
er one's position in a group depended on family size, income of 
father, or one's intelligence. -He worked with grades three, 
four, and five in three schools in Texas for a three-year peri-
od. A slight tendency for the children from smaller homes and 
from the higher income group to be more successful was found• 
The correlation was not high enough to be significant. His 
study indicated that those children studied who achieve high 
I social standing despite the handicap of low intelligence and 
poor home background have the right proportion of traits to win 
success. 
1:; MerlE. Bonney, "Relationship Between Social Success, 
Family Size, Socio-Economic Home Background, and Intelligence 
Among School Children in Grades III-V," Sociometry VII; 26-39, 
!February, 1944. 
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In the structure of their personalities is the right pr opor-
t ion of aggressiveness, daring, sympathetic response to others, 
and sensitivity to the group wishes. 
According to Shipp,l4 there is evidence from 
her research to show no correlation between class or social 
status in her investigation of a sixth grade in a Public 
School in California. She administered a Sociometric Test to 
a class, made home visits. to determine social status, charted 
children on a social status scale and made a sociogram to show 
students' place in the group. Constructing and studying the 
social atoms of leaders and isolates, . no one was found in that 
position because of class status , but for individual personal-
ity reasons. A final sociogram made several months later of 
the group showed no isolates and better group unity. 
Presenting a different viewpoint than the pre-
vious study, Olsenl5 reports on a third grade that was given a 
Sociometric Test to discover the children who needed help in 
group living. Individuals who lived far away from other chil-
dren were found to be socially isolated as were those who had 
no children of a similar age with whom to play. It was found 
that, with one exception, children who were isolates came from 
the lowest socioeconomic level. In the Sociometric retest 
1._4 Eunice Shipp, "Class Status and Classroom Status of Sixth 
Grade Children," Unpublished Master of Arts Thesis, Leland Stan i-
ford Junior University, School of Education, June, 1949. 
15 Willard C. Olsen, "The Improvement of Human Relations in 
the Classroom." Childhood Education, 22:317-325, March, 1946. 
16 
months later there were the same number of isolates, although 
different children held that place. The author points out 
that the social role of the child has deep roots in the com-
munity. There is need for cooperation between home and school 
to bring about better interpersonal relations. 
The value of a Sociometric Test to aid a teach-
er to a better appreciation of her students' needs, and the re-
sources of her students is shown in the work of Elliott~ 16 He 
emphasizes how much social development in a classroom is left 
to chance, unless a teacher becomes aware of the patterns of 
friendship. Studying three classrooms in the Oakland Public 
Schools, California, he pictures the various positions held by 
different children. By locating the real leaders as indicated 
by the children's responses, the teacher can use in a construc-
tive way the influence exerted by peers on each other. 
The investigations of Wrighter and Grossman17 
point out that among sixth grade children tested for selection 
or rejection status, that intelligence made a difference only 
up to a certain degree. Normal intelligence seemed essential. 
Social status had no correlation once middle-class status is 
achieved. However, the California Personality Test showed a 
significant difference of 6.23 points between the selected and 
16 Merle H. Elliott, "Patterns of Friendship in the Class-
room "Progressive Education, 18:383-390, November, 1941. 11 Joyce Wrighter and Beverley Grossman, "The Relationship 
Between Selection, Rejection, and Intelligence, Social Status 
and :Personality amongst Sixth Grade Children," Sociometry XI: 
346-355, November, 1948. 
17 
rejected child. A rejected child was found to be more suscep-
tible to nervous symptoms than selected children. Lack of 
feeling of belonging seemed to be a true reflection of their 
status in the group. 
Dr. Moreno's18 investigations of the Sociomet-
ric Choices of two thousand children from the Kindergarten to 
the Eighth Grade in the Brooklyn Public Schools, shows the av-
erage number of Isolates decreasing as the child matures from 
thirty-one per cent to nineteen per cent. The per cent of 
choices between boys and girls went from twenty-six per cent 
to five per cent, while the per cent of mutuals increased from 
six per cent to sixteen. These figures were averages from two 
tests given twenty-two months apart. They are interesting as 
the school population was extremely varied as to intelligence, 
age, home background, occupation of father, and socio-economic 
level of the group. 
As this research concerns itself in part with 
case studies of students from two eighth grades, the following 
studies of testing done an older pupils are pertinent to the 
problem. 
In an analysis by Smith,l9 of what influences 
the friendship selections of one hundred and three high school 
18 J. L. Moreno, Who Shall Survive? 'New York: Beacon 
House, 1934, 440 pp. 
19 Mapheus Smith, "Some Factors in Friendship Selections of 
High School Students," Sociometry VII; 303-310, August 1944. 
18 
students in Abilene, Kansas, she noted: A strong tendency for 
all friendship choices to be within the same (a) sex group, 
(b) church, (c) income group, (d) neighborhood, (e) socio-
economic group or father's occupation level. Smith feels that 
this is due to the fact that as people mature they attach 
greater importance to congeniality in common pursuits. 
Kuhlen and Lee20 tested sev·en hundred children 
from grades six, nine, and twelve to determine trends in so-
cial acceptance and personality characteristics. They found 
emerging interest in heterosexual relationships, yet by the 
end of the twelfth grade, thirty-five per cent were not chosen 
by the opposite sex. Twenty- five per cent were not choosing 
the opposite sex. Boys ~ Judged J2I. other boys to like: 
(a) girls, (b) Jokes, (c) to be popular, (d) to be willing to I 
take a chance, (e) and to like active games. 
Girls were found by other girls: (a) to take 
a great deal of interest in boys and (b) to like less active 
games. 
In general the traits admired by both boys 
and girls were: 
1. To be cheerful 
2. To be happy 
3. To be enthusiastic 
20 Raymond Kuhlen and Beatrice Lee, n Personali tr. Char-
acteristics and Social Acceptability in Adolescence, 1 Journal 
£!Educational Psychology, 34:321-339, September, 1943. 
19 
4. To be friendly 
5. To like jokes 
6. To initiate games. 
21 According to Sower, who used a Sociometric 
Test with students of the seventh and eleventh grades in Flint, 
Michigan, individuals living in the suburbs pick their friends 
across occupational lines more than people living in city or 
rural areas. A study of the pupils chosen or rejected three 
times shows no difference due to father's occupation, children'~ 
interests, family income, or family mobility. He concluded 
that personality factors, not used in this study were more im-
portant for a favorable place in a group rather than family 
status. 
From the research studies examined, many rea-
sons have been explored for an individual's position of isola-
tion or leadership in a group. No study has been noted that 
was done in two different cities, with children selected from 
various ethnic groups, socio-economic levels and home back-
grounds. This study is an attempt to make such an analysis. 
21 Christopher Sower, "Social Stratification in Suburban 
Communi ties," Sociometry, XI, pp. 235-243, August, 1948. 
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CHAPTER III 
PLAN OF STUDY 
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CHAPTER III 
PLAN OF STUDY 
In this research, a study is made of the chil-
dren in twelve classrooms who were found to be Leaders, Well-
Chosen, or Isolates, by using a Sociometric Test. Three hun-
dred and twenty pupils in Grades one through eight, from two 
communities near Boston, were tested. From the test results, 
thirty-six children were selected for I ndividual Studies. 
One community, used in this test, is a large 
prosperous city with a few growing industrial areas. The oth-
er community is a small residential town composed mainly of 
people of a middle-income group. The children in this study 
attend four elementary schools and two Junior High Schools in 
different districts of the two communities. 
These two communities were used to provide a 
wider range of ethnic groups, socioeconomic backgrounds, and 
intelligence levels. 
ADMINISTRATION OF THE SOCIOMETRIC TEST 
A Sociometric Teat was given in the twelve 
classrooms of Towne A and B by the homeroom teachers. They 
had been instructed by the investigator in the correct method. 
The Sociometric Test situation used in each case was: 
We are going to choose committees for Social 
Studies. Think of the boys and girls in the room with whom 
you like to work or with whom you enjoy being. Put your name 
at the top of this card. Underneath your name, write the names 
of your first, second, and third choices. I will arrange the 
committees so that you will be working with at least one of 
... 
your choices. We shall keep these committees for the next 
month. 
It was emphasized by each teacher that the in-
formation received would be kept private, that the question of 
with which three people in the room they enjoyed working or 
being was asked for a definite reason, and would be acted upon 
at once. 
In the primary grades, the children gave their 
choices orally to the teacher. This was done away from the 
hearing of the other children. As th& teacher wrote down the 
child's name ana his choices, a few minutes 1 time was some-
times necessary for a shy child 1 a responses. A class of thirty 
22 
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pupils required about forty ... five minutes' time. In the grades l,  
where students were able to do their own writing, about fif-
teen minutes was sufficient for discussion, passing out of car 1 , 
writing choices, and the collecting of cards by the teacher. 
ANALYeES OF TESTS 
The cards from each room were sent to the in-
vestigator. From these cards, a tabulation form1 was made 
for the individual classroom. (See Figure 1) 
Jennings, .2.12. cit., p. 18 
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SOCIOMETRIC TABULATION FORM 
1'9 ~ r:q o· .-;,· ~ Ji.· ~ Q; op::r: H
1
. m ~ <tl jlQ ro
1 
l'o lojzp:r:: ;~ I 
.--1 ; . r-~ ' r-t I r--~ 1 r-t r-t r-t: r-t r-t ~· j -~ ~ ~ M 1:4 ~ l:oP -1 Pi M M M ~ ~ M M P,· I>J t;:i P, P, 
or:1 o o ""'I o, o o' o ..-1 ol ..-t""' ..-t• o ..-1 ·..-t •o o o ll ~ ~ o o j o ~ j:Q j:Q 0 , t'Q. j:Q t:Q• j:Q d r:Ql 0 0 j:Q 0 0 j:Q j:Q j:Q Jl'.1 i t:Q Jl'.1 Jl'.1 
i I. • ;ill I hl '' 
· Girl F _t~r-:-: 1 '· l - .-·- · ., 1. a -1 -l ' I 1 
· Boy I - ·--U~J i -. T. D f 1 ·; ~ ~- 7~ ~ :d!- t :---~ Bo:v E -------"": """~t; .- · t--t=- · i- · j [ 1 -nt-2 1 1 J 
Girl G I i ~.ilil£ . ' ·I . J .::: .1 ; 1 i 1 ~ , 1 
1 Boy J ' , " .11 1 • ~ ! 1 : j t 1 2~ 
Chooser 
Chosen 
Boy K : 1 t ' • 1 I i ~ l · 21 
Boy F r 11 1 ~ .: -4- :itt' 1 ·- _ 31 1 • 1 1_,·32_ _1 ' l_;..,. ! _J 1 Boy L : 1 1'~\:::t 1 · Z' · 1 i .l. 1 
Girl E ·--1·--3 - , ':. '-H 2 ' l I 
Boy D ; : ! 1 ' 2- 1.311 __ ,_1 
' Girl C I • I 1 ~-l ' ,3 2 ·-11 
1 
Girl H · I j 3.· ' 1 :l. · ~ i i : ! 
· Girl I 1 :c-r LL_·•Iil ' 3 2 1_ J ! 1 :iZ -----7 
1 Boy B 1 31 ' -:·~t ·T --1--r-· -~··:j 
1 Girl B i j 1 I ~~ , ' 1~ t 1 2 1 
Girl A ! I 1 i ) : ll . "'-i +i -+-+"'"llc.: . 
Girl n 1 1 : ' 31 2, 1 1\ · 1 1 , 1 
Boy C 1 .... ~ ! , I 1 l .1~ 
I Boy 0 I I 1 ' , 11 : i 2 .Ld" 
Boy M 21 , i l ' ] 11 I · 1 
Figure 1. Sociometric Tabulation Form 
DIRECTIONS FOR READING THE SOCIOMETRIC TABULATION FORM 
This form is read by noting that the spaces across 
the top are to be used to indicate the pupils chosen, and those 
along the left aide are for entering the children making the 
choice. The names of all in the group should appear in both 
places, in the same order vertically and horizontally. 
Al!l Girl F chose Girl ,,A, Girl B, and Girl 0 in that 
order (letters are used instead of names in this study) find 
Girl F to the left. Staying on her row notice the numbers one 
below the section labeled Girl A, a two below Girl B, and a 
three below Girl c. Boy I chose Girl A, Girl B, and Boy F in 
that order. 
The square under each pupil's letter acrose the 
page and on his own row from the left is blocked out straight 
down the page, since the pupil will not choose himself. The 
sum of the choices received in each category--first, second, 
and third--has been recorded at the bottom. Copies of these 
tabulation forme were given to the classroom teacher for her 
own use. Sociograms, which charted the tabulation forma, were 
also constructed for the twelve classes. (See Chapter IV). 
Frequency tables for the twelve different grades 
were set up. (Tables I - XII). A Summary Frequency Table, 
showing the results of the individual class room tabulations 
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l of friendship choices, was drawn. (Table XIII). From this 
11 table, the total number of Leaders, Well-Chosen, and Isolates, 
according to Bronfenbrenner2 are located and presented in 
·I 
. Tables XIV, XV, and XVI. 
II 
1 Applying the Critical Raw Status Score Values for 
I Diverse Sociometric Situations,3 one Leader, one Well-Chosen, 
II 
and one Isolate from each grade, in each town, was selected for 
I 
[ further study. 
d 
rj 
'I 
CHEC""J{ LIST FOR INDIVIDUAL STUDIES 
A check list (Figure 2) was sent to each class 
I 
I! room teacher for the necessary information regarding the mental, l 
'I physical, and emotional history of the particular children to 
:~ be studies by the investi ga tor. Also included were any items 
:I 
11 concerning the home background which would contribute to a bet-
li ter understanding of the child. 
I 
I 
I 
II More information on the individual studies was 
1
1 
'! gained through conferences with some of the class room teachers.
1 'I The investigator was helped also by her personal knowledge of 
:1 many of the children that came as a result of her worlt as a 
cl~ss room teacher. I -II 
i 2 Urie Bronfenbrenner, "A Constant Frame of Reference for 
'· Sociometric Research," Sociometry VI: 3 63-397, November, 1943. 
I 
3 Ibid. 
I 
I 
II 
II 
I 
I 
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Comparisons between the Leaders, Well-Chosen, and 
Isolates derived from the Check List items were made in Tables 
XIV and on (in Chapter IV). 
Each individual i s summarized in paragraph form 
to give a more complete picture of the pupils who represent the 
varying positions of Leaders, Well-Chosen, or Isolates in a 
class room. 
A copy of the Check List used for the Studies 
follows: 
27 
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CHECK LIST FOR TNDIVIDUAL .STUDIES 
1. Name of Pupil 
2. Chronological Age 
3. Intelligence Quotient 
4. Teacher's Estimate of Pupil's Work (A, B, C, D) 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8 0 
g. 
o. 
1. 
What is the Pupil's Relationship with Classmates? 
With the Teacher? 
Are Parents Separated or Divorced? 
Number of Siblings in Family? 
Position of Child in Family (1, 2, 3, 4, etc.)? 
Relationship of Pupil with Members of Family? 
Type of Home - Apartment? 
Two-Family? 
Single Family? 
Income of Family - Adequate? 
Above Average? 
Inadequate? 
Occupation of Father? 
of Mother? 
Does Pupil Attend School Regularly? 
Has He Had any Serious Illness? When? 
6. Has· He any Physical Handicaps? 
I PERSONALITY TRAITS 
Check only what is prominent in behavior. 
1. Exhibits Conformity 
a. Overconcern to do right 
b. Content to always follow 
c. Lack of confidence 
======~F=================~~~-=-=-==========================================*===------
2. Exhibits Withdrawing Qualities 
a. Indifferent to activities 
b. Moody 
c. Reticent 
d. Shows timidity 
3. Invasive Qualities 
a. Aggressive 
b. Dominant 
c. Rebellious 
d. Shows Initiative 
4. Helpful to Group 
a. Kindly 
b. Dependable 
c. Shows concern for others 
d. Has sense of humor 
Please note any factors in pupil's background 
which may add to a better understanding of hie position in the 
class room, such as: 
a. Homeland of Ancestors 
b. Clubs Pupils Belong to - Scouts, Church groups, etc. 
c. Do family belong to any Church? 
d. Does family live in area where all are alike for ra-
cial, religious, or economic reasons? 
e. Does family live in area where it is different from 
neighbors? 
f. Is any language other than English spoken in the 
home? 
laented 
The Lists were analyzed and the results are pre-
in the next c hapter. 
I 
Figure 2 - Check List for ffindividuals ~' . (This form was answered 
by the home room teachers of the thirty-six pupils being studied ) 
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CHAPTER IV 
ANALYSIS OF DATA 
CHAPTER IV 
ANALYSIS OF DATA 
In this Chapter, the Sociom·etric Tests of the 
twelve grades being studied are tabulated separately to show 
. the positions that individuals hold in the classroom. 
I 
\\ 
A further analysis of the twelve Sociometric 
Teste is made through the eociograms drawn for the respective 
grades. The Sociometric patterns that are characteristic of 
individual classes, the number of boy and girl choices, and the 1 
i 
mutual choices, shown by the sociograms, are observed. I 
A table, showing the Frequency of Choices in all I 
II the classrooms is constructed. 
chosen for case studies from the group who were unwanted or only 
chosen once by their classmates ("Isolates"). The third group 
of twelve children to be studied were selected rrom the middle 
group. Th1s was the group chosen by two to seven people 
Chosen"). 
{"Well-!1 
I 
I 
l Bronfenbrenner, .QE• cit., pp. 363-397 
! 
I 
II 
-==-~~~~============================================================= 
A Check List sent to each teacher of the thirtyJ 
lsix pupils designed 
I 
).f' d> r .. :< _, studies, asked for information on 
these items: 
1. Chronological Age 
2. Intelligence Quotient 
3. School Marks 
4. Relationships with Teachers 
and Classmates 
5. Family Background 
6. Health of Child 
7. Personality Traits 
From the Check List, all items were tabulated 
for the individuals being studied. Comparisons between the 
three groups of Leaders, Well-Chosen, and Isolates were made for 
each item on separate tables. 
The . studi e.s · in paragraph form for each of the 
thirty-six children follow . the tables of comparison. 
The tabulations for each grade are considered 
first. The following tables were drawn up to show the compara-
tive positions of Leadership, of being Well-Chosen, or of being 
Isolated, held by the boys and girls. 
I 
I 
!i 
I 
II 
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TABLE I 
ANALYSIS OF THE SOCIOMETRIC TEST 
GRADE ONE--TOWN A 
Number of 
Times Chosen 
Ten 
Nine 
Six 
Five 
Four 
Three 
Two 
One 
None 
Total No. of Pupils 
Frequency of Choice Total 
Boys Girls 
1 1 
1 1 
1 2 3 
1 1 
1 1 
3 3 6 
3 2 5 
3 4 7 
1 1 2 
13 14 27 
In this table, the number of choices ranges 
from six to zero for the boys. The girls' choices range from 
1 
ten to zero. Total number of pupils is twenty-seven. The 
choices of the girls range four points higher than the boys. 
32 
II 
I 
I 
1 
I 
I 
II 
1: 
Total 
TABLE II 
ANALYSIS OF THE SOCIOMETRIC TEST 
GRADE ONE - TOWN B . 
Number of Frequency of Choice Total 
Times Chosen Boys Girls 
Eleven 
Eight 1 2 
Six 2 
Four 
Three 
Two 2 
One 6 2 8 
None 1 2 
No. of Pupils 15 9 24 
In this table, the choices range from eight 
to zero for the boys, from eleven to zero for the girls. The 
total number of pupils is twenty-four. The choices of the 
girls range three points higher than the boys. 
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TABLE III 
ANALYSIS OF THE SOCIOMETRIC TEST 
GRADE TWO - TOWN A 
Number of 
Times Chosen 
Fourteen 
Eleven 
Ten 
Six 
Four 
Three 
Two 
One 
None 
Total No. of Pupils 
Frequency of Choice 
Boys Girls 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 2 
1 3 
1 5 
6 3 
3 2 
14 17 
Total 
1 
1 
1 
1 
3 
4 
6 
9 
5 
31 
In this table, the choices range from ten to · 
zero for the boys, and from fourteen to zero for the girls. 
' The total number of pupils is thirty-one. The choices of the 
girls range four points higher than the boys. 
il 
i/ 
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II jl 
I 
Number of 
Times Chosen 
TABLE IV 
ANALYSIS OF THE SOCIOMETRIC TEST 
GRADE TWO . - TOWN B 
Frequency of Choice 
Boys Girls 
Total 
Twelve ------------------------~1~-------------=1--
Nine 1 1 
Seven --------------~1--________________________ -=1~ 
Six 2 2 
Three --------------=1 ____________ 2 ______________ ~3--
Two 3 6 
One 3 
None 4 4 
Total No. of Pupils ___ .::.14~----------.L..7 ___________ 2=-l=---
In this table, the choices range from seven 
to zero for the boys and from twelve to ~ . two for the girls. 
The total number of pupils is twenty-one. The choices of 
the girls range five points higher than the boys. 
I 
I 
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Jl 
II 
II 
I 
I 
II 
I 
I 
I 
I 
,I 
I 
I. 
I 
I 
' 
I 
I 
II 
II 
Number of 
Times Chosen 
Eight 
Six 
Five 
Four 
Three 
Two 
One 
None 
TABLE V 
ANALYSIS OF THE SOCIOMETRIC TEST 
GRADE THREE - TOWN A 
Frequency of Choice 
Boys Girls 
2 
1 1 
2 2 
4 
1 
2 5 
4 4 
2 
Total No. of Pupils 11 12 
Total 
2 
2 
4 
1 
1 
8 
5 
26 
In this table, the choices range from eight to 
zero for the boys, and six to zero for the girls. The total 
number of pupils is thirty-six. The choices of the boys range 
two points higher than the girls. 
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TABLE VI 
ANALYSIS OF THE SOCIOMETRIC TEST 
GRADE THREE - TOWN B 
Number of Frequency of Choice 
Times Chosen BOIS Girls 
Twelve 1 
Seven 2 
Six 1 1 
Five 1 
Four 2 1 
Two 1 2 
One 1 g_ 
None 2 
Total No. of Pupils 12 11 
Total 
1 
2 
2 
1 
8 
22 
In this table, the choices range from twelve 
to zero for the boys, and seven to zero for the girls. The 
total number of pupils is twenty-three. The choices of the 
boys range five points higher than the girls. 
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TABLE VII 
ANALYSIS OF THE SOCIOMETRIC TEST 
GRADE FOUR TOWN A 
Number of Frequency of Choice Total 
Times Chosen Boys Girls 
Nine 2 2 
Eight 2 1 3 
Six 1 1 
Five 1 2 
Four 1 1 
Three 2 2 
Two 1 1 
One 1 6 
None 8 
Total No. of Pupils 15 12 21 
In this table, the choices range from nine to 
zero for the boys, and from eight to zero for the girls. The 
total number of pupils is twenty-seven. The choices of the 
boys range one point higher than the girls. 
I . 
I 
I 
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I 
I 
I 
!I 
11 
I 
I 
II 
I 
I 
Number of 
Times Chosen 
Seven 
Five 
Four 
Three 
Two 
One 
None 
TABLE VIII 
ANALYSIS OF THE SOCIOMETRIC TEST 
GRADE FOUR - TOWN B 
Frequency of Choice 
BOIS Girls 
1 
3 2 
l 2 
1 
2 l 
2 1 
2 l 
Total No. of Pupils 14 8 
Total I 
,I 
II 
l 
II 
II II 
4 II I 
I 
L I 
3 
_L 
22 
In this table, the choices range from seven to 1
1 
zero for the boys, and from five to zero for the girls. The 
total number of pupils is twenty-two. The choices of the boys 11 
range two points higher than the girls. 
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TABLE IX 
ANALYSIS OF THE SOCIOMETRIC TEST 
GRADE SIX - TOWN A 
Number of Frequency of Choice Total 
Times Chosen Boys · Girls 
Thirteen 1 1 
Six 1 1 
Five 2 1 
I 
Four 1 6 r 
I 
Three 2 2 jl 
Two 1 4 II 
4 
I One 1 I 
None 2 2 4 II 
Total No. of Pupils _ 14 11 25 
In this table, the choices range from six 
to zero for the boys, and from thirteen to zero for the girls. 
The total number of pupils is twenty-five. The choices of the ~~ 
girls range seven points higher than the boys. II ' 
I 
I 
II 
I! 
.I 
il 
I! 
/I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
:1 
II 
il 
Number of 
Times Chosen 
Seven 
Five 
Four 
Three 
Two 
One 
None 
TABLE X 
ANALYSIS OF THE SOCIOMETRIC TEST 
GRADE SIX - TOWN B 
Frequency of Choice 
Boys Girls 
2 
1 
4 
3 4 
2 3 
2 
1 2 
Total No. of Pupils 10 11 
Total 
2 
1 
5 
2 
21 
In this table, the choices range from five 
zero for the boys, and from seven to zero for the girls. The 
total number of pupils is twenty-seven. The choices of the 
girls range two points higher than the boys. 
II 
to l1 
I 
I 
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TABLE XI 
ANALYSIS OF THE SOCIOMETRIC TEST 
GRADE EIGHT - TOWN A 
In this table, the choices range from ten 
to zero for ~he boys, and from n~ne ~o zero for the giris. The 
total number of pupils is twenty-eight. The choices of the 
boys range one point higher than the girls. 
42 
Number of 
TABLE XII 
ANALYSIS OF THE SOCIOMETRIC TEST 
GRADE EIGHT - TOWN B 
Frequency of Choice 
Times Chosen Boys Girls 
Twelve 1 
Six 2 
Five 
Four 2 
Three 1 2 
Two 1 
One 1 
None 5 5 
Total No. of Pupils 12 16 
Total 
1 
2 
6 
2 
1 
4 
10 
22 
In this table the choices range from five to 
zero for the boys, and from twelve to zero for the girls. The 
total number of the pupils is twenty-nine. The choices of the 
girls range seven points higher than boys. 
To summarize the data from the preceding 
twelve tables, an over-all table was made. (Table XIII). This 
shows the frequency of sociometric choices in Grades one throu 
eight in Town A and Town B. 
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TABLE XIII 
FREQUENCY OF SOCIOMETRIC CHOICES 
GRADES ONE THROUGH GRADE EIGHT IN TOWN A AND TOWN B 
Spread Grade Grade Grade Grade Grade Grade 
of One Two Three Four Six Eight Totals 
Choices A B A B A B A B A B A B 
Fourteen 
1 Thirteen 
Twelve 1 1 
Eleven 1 1 ~ 
Ten 1 1 
Nine 1_ 1 2 
Eight 2 2 
Seven 1 2 1 2 6 
Six 3 3 1 2 2 2 1 1 1 2 18 
Five 1 4 l :2 5 :2 l 4 6 28 
Four 1 1 2 1 2 l :2 Q :z 2 2 :57 
Three 6 3 4 3 1 2 4 2 :z 2 :2 37 
Two 5 3 6 6 1 3 l :2 4 5 5 1 49 
One 7 8 2 2 8 2 6 :2 4 2 5 4 62 
None 2 2 2 4 5 8 8 :2 4 :2 6 lO fil 
Totals 27 24 21 21 26 21 21 22 25 27 28 22 :220_ 
I 
il 
II 
'J From Table XIII it would appear that in all 
1, grade levels, one or two individuals were given an excessive lj 
IJ 
'I number of choices since: ~~ 1. The children in Grade Two - Town A gave 
11 more choices to one pupil than in any other grade (fourteen). 
I 2. The children in Grade Six - Town A gave 
I 
I the next highest number of choices to a single individual. 
(thirteen) • 
I 
3. The pupils in Grade Two - Town B, Grade 
11 Three - Town B, and Grade Eight - Town B, gave many choices 
I 
to !J 
i 
I 
I 
I 
I 
one pupil (twelve). I 
As the pupils grew older, there seems tope a 
slight tendency to give fewer choices to the individual picked 
as a Leader since: 
1. In Grade Three - Town A, Grade Four - Town 
B, Grade Six ~ Town B, and Grade Eight - Town B, only eight 
and seven choices were given to Leaders. 
In order to show the number of Leaders, Well-
Chosen, and Isolates in Grades One through Eight, selected ac-
cording to Bronfenbrenner's Sociometric Scale, for classifying 1 
Sociometric positions, Tables XIV, XV, and XVI were constructed jl 
for eaeh category. 
45 
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TABLE XIV 
TOTAL NUMBER OF LEADERS IN GRADES ONE THROUGH EIGHT 
IN TOWN A AND TOWN B , 
SELECTED BY BRONFENBRENNER' S SOCIOMETRIC SCALES 
- Gr. I Gr. II Gr. III Gr. IV Gr. VI Gr. VIII 
Times 
Total J Chosen A B A B A B A B A B A B 
Fourteen 1 1 I 
-
Thirteen 1 1 
Twelve 1 1 1 3 
Eleven 1 1 2 
Ten 1 1 1 3 
Nine 1 1 2 1 5 
Eight 2 2 3 7 
Seven 1 2 1 2 6 
Total 2 '3 '3 '3 2 3 5 1 1 2 2 1 28 
Total number of children teeted ••• 320 
Total number of Leaders ••••••••••• 28 
Per cent of Leaders •.•••••••••••••• 09 
!I 
I I 
In Table XIV it appears that: 
1. Twenty-eight pupils were classified as 
Leaders, having a score of seven or more choices. This is nine 
per cent of the total group. 
2. A better spread of leadership was found 
1in Grade One - Town B, Grade Two - Town A, Grade Two • Town B, 
and Grade Three - Town B, with three Leaders, while Grade Four -
Town A- had five Leaders. 
3. Only a small proportion of the school pop-
ulation tested ever achieve Leadership positions. 
47 
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I TABLE J:V 
TOTAL NUMBER OF WE~CHOSEN PUPILS IN GRADES ONE THROUGH 
EIGHT IN TOWN A AND TOWN B, 
SELECTED BY BRONFENBRENNER'S SOCIOMETRIC SCALE 
I 
Times Gr. I Gr. II Gr. III Gr. · IV Gr. VI Gr.VIII 
Chosen A B A 1:3 A B A B A B A B Tota ls 
Six 3 3 1 2 2 2 1 1 1 2 18 
Five 1 4 1 3 5 3 1 4 6 28 
Four 1 1 3 7 3 1 3 6 7 3 2 37 I 
I Three 6 3 4 3 2 4 2 7 2 3 37 
Two 5 3 6 6 7 3 1 3 4 5 5 1 49 
Total 16 10 14 11 21 9 8 15 16 20 15 14 169 
I 
I 
I 
I 
Total number of children tested • • • • • • • • 320 
Total number of Well-Chosen •.•••••.••••• 169 
Per cent of Well-Chosen .•••••..•.••••••• .53 
I 
I 
I 
-----====~========~~-=~~~~~~~=========== 
In Table XV it appears that: 
1. One hundred sixty-nine pupils were classi-
fied as Well-Chosen, having a score of two to six choices. 
This is a percentage of fifty-three. 
2. There is no single age level that has an ex-
cess of Well•Chosen individuals since Grade One - Town A has 
sixteen, Grade Three - Town A has twenty-one, Grade Six - Town 
A has sixteen, and Grade Eight - Town A has fifteen. 
3. Over one half the pupils tested have a happy 
pupil-pupil relationship, since they are desired as friends by 
two or more of their classmates, and are in the Well-Chosen 
e lassificati on. 
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TABLE XVI 
II TOTAL NUMBER OF ISOLATES IN GRADES ONE THROUGH EIGHT 
IN TOWN A AND TOWN B, 
il 
I SELECTED BY BRONFENBRENNER'S SOCIOMETRIC SCALE 
I 
I Times 
I Chosen 
Gr. I Gr. II Gr. III Gr. IV 
A B A B A B A B 
One 1 8 2 ·3 8 2 6 2 
None 2 2 2 4 2 8 8 2 
Total 2 11 14 1 12 11 14 6 
Total number of children tested ••••••• 320 
Total number of Isolates ••.••••••••••• 123 
Per cent of Isolates............... .38 
Gr. VI 
A B 
4 2 
4 3 
8 2 
II 
Gr.VIII I 
A B Totals! 
2 4 62 
6 10 61 
11 14 122 
50 
From Table XVI it would seem that: 
L One hundred twenty-three pupils were classi-
fied as Isolates, having a score of one or no choices. This 
was a percentage of thirty-eight. 
2. The pupils in Grade Two - Town A, Grade Four-
Town A, Grade Eight - Town B have the largest number of Iso-
lates (fourteen). 
3. The fewest number of Isolates is found in 
Grade Six- Town B (five). 
4. The grades having the next lowest amount of 
Isolates are Grade Four- Town B with six Isolates, Grade Two -
Town B with seven Isolates, and Grade Six- Town A with eight 
Isolates. 
5. Over one third of the pupils 1 tested work and 
play in a less unfriendly situation than their classmates, as 
they are only chosen once or not at all by their companions. 
To summarize the data of Tables XIV-XVI, it 
would appear that the three hundred twenty pupils tested were 
classified thus: 
1. Twenty-eight were grouped as Leaders, a 
II [I 
1\ 
:I percentage of nine. 
11 2. One hundred sixty-nine were grouped as 
I 
Well- li 
II 
II 
I! 
II 
I 
II 
Chosen, a percentage of fifty-three. 
3. One hundred twenty-three were grouped as 
Isolates, a percentage of thirty-eight. 
S.."'c:tr,n Ur~\v~. ~rt-f 
· Schoo\ ot Ecluca l')n 
Li t>rary -· 
'I 
II 
I! 
I; 
51 
~ 52 
!, 
I 
I 
1 In order to show the comparative numbers in 
j percentage of Leaders, Well-Chosen, and Isolates in Grades One 
Jj through Eight in Towns A and B, Table XVII was constructed. 
ji 
,I 
iJ 
I 
I 
II 
I 
II 
. I 
II 
I 
I' 
'I 
II 
i\ 
., 
! 
I 
I 
TABLE XVII 
TOTAL NUMBER OF LEADERS, WELL-CHOSEN, AND ISOLATES IN 
GRADES ONE THROUGH EIGHT IN TOWN A and TOWN B 
SHOWN IN PERCENTAGE 
' 
i 
II 
II 
Gr. I Gr. II Gr. III Gr. IV Gr. VI Gr.VIII !I 
A B A B A B A B A B AB Total s 
I I . 
Leaders 0~ 1:2 10 15 06 1:2 12 05 04 01 01 04 0~1 
I! 
Well-Chosen 52 42 42 52 58 :22 :20 68 64 14 54 4~ 22~1 
I! 
Isolates 22 42 42 33 26 48 21 21 32 12 :22 48 28~ 
II 
Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 lCX) 100 10($ 
In this table, Grade Six - Town B has the 
greatest per cent of Well-Chosen individuals and the lowest 
per cent of Isolates. Grade Four - Town A has the largest per 
cent of Isolates, and the largest per cent of Leaders. 
53 
SOCIOGRAMS 
Twelve Sociograms are constructed to show the 
various Sociometric patterns in each grade, the boy and girl 
choices, and· the mutual choices. (Figures 3--14) 
Figure ], Grade One - Town A, shows thirteen 
mutual choices, with fourteen boys choosing girls and eight 
girls choosing boys. 
As many children in the room are linked into 
a broad network, it would appear to have a high degree of so-
cial integration. 
Figure g, Grade One - Town B, shows twelve 
mutual choices with eleven boys choosing girls and seven girls 
choosing boys. 
It wculd appear from the girl clique between 
A, B, C, and D that the lines of communication would be poor l'l 
·1 among the girls. The high number of mutual choices found among
11 
the boys (eight) and the closer interwoven network of choices 11 
suggest good interpersonal relationships. 
Figure 5, Grade Two - Town A, shows two very 
popular leaders among the girls, but broad lines of communica- \1 
tion between the rest of the group with seven mutual choices. 
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It would appear that the boys have a more scat-
tered social structure with only two mutual choices, but there 
is a spread of leadership. 
From the fourteen boys choosing girls, and six 
girls choosing boys, the rooms seem to have a chain fashion so-
cial pattern. 
Figure 6, Grade Two - Town B, shows a sharp 
division in .the girls centering around two leaders. It would 
appear from the six mutuals, however, that the lines of communi 
cation were open among the girls. 
The boys seem to have a closer social structure 
in one clique involving Boys A-I, with six mutuals and a small 
isolated group striving to cling to the boy or girl Leaders. 
It would appear t.o have open lines of commun1ca 
tion as tne boys cnoose fourteen girls and three girls choose 1 
boys. I 
Figure 1, Grade Three - Town A, shows no decide, 
Leaders among the girls. It would appear from the eight mutual 
choices among the girls and girls choosing boys nine times that 
a broad network of friendship was characteristic of the group a , lt 
a whole. 
It would appear from the two distinct boy Lead- ' 
ers, the three overlapping triangles involving Boys A, B, C, andi 
D, in nine mutual choices the clique revolving around Boys E-N, li 
;; 
and the Isolates Boys 0, P, and Q, that the boys' social pat- il 
il 
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would appear that 
between sexes in thia l"oora a Cl 
was beginning, ea deap1 te the boys th vage 
ferent glrls. ooainn ·~ five dif 
Figurell- , Sixth Grade - Town A 
standing girl J.eader. 'ehow8 Despite this, it WOUld appe one out 
are open lines of communication b t that there 
, e ween Girls A-I an, 
mutual choices. Not so much communication between th~e three 
seen With girls choosing onl thr b ·•a Y ee oys and boys choosiu, 
girls. e 
The boy's social structure appears to be wei 
integrated within the sex limite, with eight mutual choices and 
the Leadership very well distributed. 
Figure 12, Sixth Grade - Town B, shows a com-
plete break in lines of communication between boys and girls. 
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It would appear from the extremely large num-
mutual choices (eighteen) and boy mutual choices 
within sex limite, the room was unusually well . 
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I' group that are apart and isolated in Boys F-N. ~~ Figure 111, Grade Eight - Town B, shows one 
I girl an outstanding Leader, with a small clique of Girls B•J 
l mutu1lly choosing each other (6 Mutuals). Another group ap-
1 pear~ to be isola ted from the rest of the girls (Girls L-:P) • 
I 
The boys appear to be poorly integrated in their social rela-
tionships with only one mutual choice, and seem to reach out 
for friendship to the girls by giving nine choices to them. The· 
li girls only give two choices to the boys. 1
1 
To summarize the social structure patterns 
observed in Figures 3 through 1~, it would seem that: 
1. :Placing children in Leadership position 
is done slightly more often in Primary Grades than in Intermed- I 
iate 'or Junior High. Sixteen children in Grades One, Two, and l1 
I Three received choices of seven or over, (57%). Twelve children1 
I· 
in Gr'ades Four, Six, and Eight received choices of seven or 
over (43%). 
2. Placing children in the well-chosen group I 
is done slightly more often in the Intermediate and Junior High 
I 
. Level than in the Primary Grades. Eighty-eight children in 
Grades Four, Six, and Eight received choices from two to seven, 11 
(52%). Eighty-one children in Grades One, Two, and Three re-
I\ ceived choices from two to seven (48%). 
)I 
11 3 • Placing children in an isolated group is 
I( one more in the Primary Grades • Si xty-f1 ve children in Grades 
I One, Two, and Three received. one choice or none at all, (53%). 
I 
I 
II 
" 
!I 
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I I 
I/ Fifty-eight children in Grades Four, Six, and Eight received onJ 
I 
choice or none at all (47%). 
I 
! 4. From Grades One through Eight, Leadership 
I I is centered in a few people. , 
I I 
I 5. The number of mut ual choices is not con-
stant. It does not increase or decrease as pupil matures, but 
I
, seems, to depend on individual room's social structure. 
11 6. The number of boy and girl choices does 
I seem to decrease up to Grade Six and begin to increase at 
11 Eight~ Grade. 
! WRITING I NDIVIDUAL ··STUDIES 
CHECK LIST DATA 
Thirty-six children were selected from the 
three hundred twenty who were tested for further study. 
I 
Twelve were chosen from the group classified 
as Leaders, twelve from the Well- Chosen group, and twelve from 
the Isolates. 
A Check List was sent to each teacher of the 
thirty-six pupils. The items from the Check List have been !\ 
tabul~ted and comparisons made between the three groups on each 1
1
1 
1 tem in separate tables. 
1
1 
II Table XVIII shows the Chronological Age Fre-
!I quency Distribution of Leaders, Well-Chosen, and Isolates. 
I! 
II 
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I. 
TABLE XVIII 
CHRONOLOGICAL AGE FREQUENCY DISTRIBUTION OF LEADERS, 
li WE~CHOSEN, AND ISOLATES 
I· 
i 
AGE Leaders Well-Chosen Isolates 
II 
- 1 
Totals II 
I Five 1 1 
[ Six 2 2 1 5 
2 2 2 6 Seven 
I Eight 3 2 3 8 
I Nine 1 1 1 3 
I
ll Ten 1 ~-===------------~------~~----·--------------------~----~ ~~ Eleven 1 2 
2 
I Twelve 1 1 
I Thirt~e~en=-----~1~------~2~· --------~1=-----------~--4~--~ 
1 Fourteen 1 1 2 
Total 12 12 12 36 
'I 
I 
The Chronological Age of the Leaders ranges j 
from six to fourteen years, the Well-Chosen from six to thirteeJ , II 
II The age of the greatest number of children is 1 
and the I solatee 
1: 
1. eight. 
:I 
from five to fourteen. 
Seven is the age having the next greatest number. 
I 
~l 
i! 
'I 
Table : XIX was constructed to show the In-
telligence Quotient Frequency Distribution of Case Studies. 
Leaders ranged fr.om 132 to 90 I. Q., a spread of forty-two 
points. Well-Chosen ranged from 117 to 100 I. Q., a spread of , 
seventeen points. Isolates ranged from 117 to 75 I. Q., a 
spread of 42 points. The greatest number of case studies were : 
in the 117 I. Q. and 110 I. Q. It would seem that in both 
extremes of the social structure, Leadership and Isolation, 
there was a wide spread of I. Q., (42 points in each). 
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TABLE XIX II 
,, 
INTELLIGENCE QUOTIENT FREQUENCY DISTRIBUTION ,I jl 
OF LEADERS, WELL-CHOSEN, AND I SOLA TES 
I 
INTELLIGENCE 
Totals J! 1 ~UOTIENT Leaders Well-Chosen Isolates 
...1__132 1 1 
:I I 
121 1 1 I 
118 1 1 II 
111 2 1 1 !1: II 
ll!J: 1 1 2 II 
- l 113 1 1 
111 1 1 2 
110 1 1 2 4 
109 1 1 
108 1 1 2 
10 1 ____ G II 
106 1 1 :I 
/I 
I 
105 1 1 
:I 
104 1 1 2 I 
103 1 2 J II 
102 1 1 II 
100 1 1 1 7t 95 1 I 
92 1 1 2 II 
. . 
iJ 90 1 1 
1 1 II 
I 
Total 12 12 12 36 j, 
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TABLE XX 
DISTRIBUTION OF SCHOOL MARKS 
OF LEADERS, WELL-CHOSEN, AND ISOLATES 
Range of 
Marks Leaders Well-Chosen Isolates Totals 
A 7 7 3 17 
B 2 3 2 7 
c 2 8 
D 3 
E 1 1 
Total 12 12 12 36 
II 
In this table, Leader's marks range from 
!I 
,, 
I, A-C, Well-Chosen from A-C, 
l
1
number ofGase Studies had 
The greatest !I 
,. 
and Isolates from A-E. 
marks in the "A" group. The next 
!: greatest were in the "C" group. 
Leaders and Well-Chosen were not found in the 
'I 
!! D or E mark range, but one third of the Isolates were .found 
here. 
TABlE :XXI 
RELATIONSHIPS Or I~.ADERS, WELL-CHOSEN, AND ISOLATES 
WITH MEMBERS OF THEIR CLASS 
Relationship Leaders 
! 
Very Friendly \ 10·-----4------~------~---=----------==----
Friendly 
Unfriendly 
Total 
2 
12 
In this table, the ~hree groups all range from 
Very Friendly relationships to Unfriendly except the Leaders. 
The greatest number of cases have "Very Friendly" relationship 
with 11Friendly 11 having the next greatest number. 
II 
II It would appear that Leaders never have Unfriend1 
relationships with their classmates. 
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TABLE XXII 
FREQUENCY OF DIVORCE, SEPARATION, OR DEATH AMONG 
:PARENTS OF LEADERS, WELL-CHOSEN, AND ISOLATES 
Leaders Well-Chosen Isolates Total 
Divorce 1 1 
Se12aration 
Death 3 2 
Total 4 2 6 
In this table Leaders have not had Divorce, 
Separation, or Death among their parents. The Well-Chosen 
have had Divorce and Death, the Isolates have had Death among 
their parents. Death was the most frequent in number among 
parents. 
I' 
li ~~======================================= 
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I 
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TABLE XXIII 
II 
,, NUMBER OF CHILDREN IN FAMILIES OF LEADERS, WELL-CHOSEN, AND 
Ill ISOLATES 
I' 
I 
I 
11 Number of 
1
, Children 
Jl One 
il Two 
!I Three 
Four 
Five 
Six 
Seven 
Eight 
Total 
Leaders 
3 
5 
2 
1 
12 
Frequency Totals 
Well-Chosen Isolates 
4 2 9 
2 2 
5 4 11 
1 1 2 
1 2 
1 1 
1 1 
1 
12 12 36 
In this. table, the Leaders range .from being i rll 
a family of one to eight children, Well-Chosen range from one t J 
II 
four, and Isolates from one to seven. The children in the grea~­
d 
est number of families were three, next were one and two. 
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I TABLE XXIV ll 
il I NUMERICAL POSITION I N THE FAMILY OF LEADERS , WEI·L-CHOSEN, I II 
I I 
\ 
AND ISOLATES 
j __ 
I Numerical 
:I 11 Position l.eaders Well-Chosen Isolates Totals 
II 
I 
First 8 4 3 15 
·.II 
Second 2 4 1 7 . I' 
Third 3 4 L_\1 
Fourth 1 1 1 3 II 
Fifth 1 2 II 
Sixth 1 1 II 
' 
Totals 12 12 12 36 
jl 
II 
In this table, Leaders held the numerical po- ~ 
sition in their families from first to f~h, Well-Chosen from 
,first to fourth, and Isolates from first to sixth. 
I 
I 
I The greatest I 
number of case studies were first in their families. 
I 
I 
II 
.j 
'I 
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TABLF. XXV 
PHYSICAL HEALTH OF LEADERS, WELL-CHOSEN, AND ISOLATES 
C ondi ti on of 
Physical Health Lea.ders Well-Chosen Isolates Totals 
Excellent 11 12 6 29 
Poor 3 
Has Physical 
Defects 1 3 4 
Totals 12 12 12 36 -
This table shows the condition of physical 
health of Leaders and Isolates to range from Excellent to Phys-
'1 
ical Defects; Well-Chosen fell only into the Excellent class. 'I 
The greatest number of Case Studies had excellent health. 
!I 
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TABLF. XXVI II 
SCHOOL ATTENDANCE OF LEADERS, WELL-CHOSEN, AND IAOLATER 'I 
. I 
SCHOOL 
Totals \1 ATTEND.ANCF. Leaders Well-Chosen Isolates 
Regular . 11 11 11 33 
I Irregular 1 1 1 3 
I! Total 12 12 12 36 ij 
II 
II 
In this table all groups ra.nged from Regular l 
to Irregular school attendance. The greatest number was in the 
Regular school attendance. 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
.I 
II 
l 
II 
jl 
II 
li 
II 
I 
1: 
TABLE XXVII 
F AMILY I NCOME OF LEADERS, WELL-CHOSEN, AND ISOLATES 
Type of 
Tot a ~~ Income Leaders Well-Chosen Isolates 
I 
Overaverage 3 4 2 9 lj 
Average 8 7 8 23 II 
l?oor 1 1 2 4 
11 
Totals 12 12 12 36 
I 
i 
In this table, all groupe ranged from Over-
average to Poor. The greatest number was the Average income 
group, the Overaverage was next. 
In this table, the father's occupations were 
1 not classified by any established form, but itemized as they 
I 
., 
II 
were found on the Check List returns. 
j, 
I 
Store managers and Engineers were found in 
both Leaders and Isolates. Electricians were found from both 
the Leaders and Well-Chosen. 
jl 
The Well-Chosen and Isolates had ![ 
I 
both Salesmen and Factory Workers. II 
II 
I . 
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I TABLE XXVIII 
I 
I FATHER'S OCCUPATIONS OF LEADERS , WELL-CHOSEN , AND ISOLATES 
I 
I Leaders Well-Chosen Isolates '!'otals 
I 
' OCCUPATIONS 
Social Worker 1 1 
Store Manager 2 1 2 . I 
Engineer 1 1 2 
Fireman 1 1 
Electrician 1 2 3 
1 Campaign Manager 1 1 
Owns Boat Yard 1 1 
Salesman 2 2 
Factory Worker 1 2 
Secretary 1 1 
Insurance worker 1 1 
Teacher 1 1 
House Painter 1 1 
Professional Skier 1 1 
Banker 1 1 
Policeman 1 1 
Navy Officer 1 1 
Chemist 1 1 
Owns a Business 2 2 
Mailman 1 -1 
Bus Driver 1 1 
Unemployed 1 1 
[I 
!I 
'I 
TABLE XXIX 
RELATIONSHIPS OF LEADERS, WELL-CHOSEN, AND ISOLATES 
WITH MEMBERS OF THEIR FAMILIES 
I Relationship Leaders Well-Chosen Isolates Total~ 
II -----------------------------------------·------------------- d 
,, 
I 
I 
Harmonious 
Fair 
Poor 
10 
1 
1 
11 8 29 
1 3 5 
1 2 
I
I 
Totals 12 12 12 36 
I In thie table, Leaders and Isolates ranged 
~~[rom Harmonious to Poor Relationship with their FamilieS. 
f hosen ranged from Harmonious to Fair. Harmonious had the 
est number of cases. 
I 
I! 
,, 
II 
Well- 1 
1[ 
great i 
1: 
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In this table being Dependable and Kind to Othersll 
were the personality traits that were possessed by the greatest )\ 
II b ! 
n
111
. um e r • jj 
Isolates were more Indifferent to Group, had less : 
~ onfidence, were more Content to Follow, more Reticent, Timid, 
il 
rsgreas1ve, had less 1n1t1at1ve, and were less dependable. 
I 
j Leaders had greatest amount of Initiative, 
1
lwere most dependable, were almost as content to follow as Iso-
lates, and had no sense of humor that was outstanding. 
I 
II 
'I 
I groups, 
I 
'I 
,, 
I! 
I 
Well-Chosen were the kindest of the three 
and were almost as Dependable as Leaders. 
TABLE XXXI 
II 
l! 
\I 
·! 
CLUB MEMBERSHIP OF LEADERS, WELL-CHOSEN, AND ISOLATES 
Club Membership Leaders Well-Chosen Isolates Totals 
Two Clubs 1 1 
One Club 1 6 2 15 
None ~ 6 2 ·~ 
Totals 12 12 12 
Clubs. 
In this table only the Isolates belong to Two l 
The greatest number of Case Studies belong to No Clu'bs, 
the next largest number belong to One Club. 
\I 
'I 
II 
I 
I' 
I 
I 
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I TABLEXXXII 
CHURCH ATTENDANCE OF LEADERS, WELL-CHOSEN, AND ISOLATES 
!CHURCH ATTENDANCE 
Regular 
Occasionally 
Leaders 
10 
2 
12 
Well-Chosen Isolates 
11 11 
1 1 
12 12 
! 
Totals jl 
32 
4 
36 II Totals li---
I jStudies attend 
In this table the greatest number of Case ,1 
church regularly. Isolates and Well-Chosen atten 
slightly more often (one case). 
II 
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IN.DIVIvD:UAL ··sTUDIES 
I In order to give a clearer picture of the char- ! 
11 a.cteristies of the thirty-six pupils found to be Leaders, Well- / 
or Isolates by a Sociometric Test, brief summary para-
I 
I Chosen 
I r graphs were written to supplement Tables XVII -XXXII. 
I LEADERS 
Grade One - Town A 
--c-:A. 6-4 
I. Q,. 111 
Case Study - One 
School Marks Average - A 
is a tall attractive girl. 
with her classmates in a condescending manner. 
II 
She is friendly 11 
Her home back~! 
ground is extremely happy. She has one dearly loved baby I 
brother. Her father is a professional skier, and she is a 
better than average skier for her age. Because of this abil-
1
! 
ity, she is indifferent to the play activities of her age. II 
Her gentle, kindly ways seem to attract her classmates. 
Grade One - Town ~ 
c.-x: 6-~ School Marks Average - A 
I. Q. 117 
Case Study - Two is a thin, active girl, the oldest of three ;, 
children. Her father is unemployed right now, but it has not 1 
seemed to affect her happy home life. The deep concern this 
I 
child feels for others, her willingness to help and share have 
I 
made her the center of -the group, despite her difference to 
the others in a material way. 
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Grade Two - Town A 
C. A. 7-4 ---r.-Q. 117 School Marks Average - A 
Case Study - Three is a shy girl with a happy sense of 
! 
II 
II 
II 
humor. She is very friendly and motherly towards her young-
1
1 
er brother and her classmates. She wo~ries when the ehil- 11 
dren fail to do the right thing. Her father is a teacher II 
I 
of arts and crafts, and she is talented also in this field. 11 
She is extremely modest and quiet in the room, and yet her 
popularity is tremendous. 
Grade Two - Town B 
C. A:-7-5----- I. Q. 100 School Marks Average - C 
Case Study - Four is the fourth child in a family of 
eight children. Despite the vast differences in the ages 
in her family (a married sister and two brothers in their I lr 
'r 
twenties), she seems very secure and con tent in her homelife! ~ 
II 
Her \ 
sweet friendly ways, willingness to follow, eagerness to 1 
Her father is a house painted with a limited income. 
help and attractive looks make her the center of attention. 
Grade Three - Town A 
---a: A. 8-1 ----r: Q. 121 School Marks Average - A 
Case Study * Five is an active, very imaginative boy. His '\ 
home life seems happy. He is the elder of two boys, and his\
1 
father is the Manager of a store. At school, he seems driv- 1! 
I 
rl 
en by an anxiety to do right. He is well liked by his class'r 
mates for his desire to help them, his sunny smile, and !I 
ability to follow or lead. 
II 
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Grade Three • Town B 
C. A. 8-4 -- -I. Q. 110 School Marks Average - A 
Case Study - Six ·· is an only boy coming from a home with an 
adequate income. His father is an insurance salesman. Al-
though he is very frail in appearance, his manner and ways 
are calm, deliberate, and assured. He takes the initiative 
and leads with no effort. His fairness make his classmates 
seek his help. 
Grade Four - Town A 
---c: A. 8-11----- I. Q. 118 School Marks Average -A 
Case Study~ Seven is a jolly, boisterous boy, an only child ! 
with few home restraints. His father is a telenhone lines 
man, away from home a great deal. He is well liked by his 
classmates for his artistic and athletic abilities, despite 
his contempt for their poorer efforts. 
Grade Four - Town B 
C. A. 9 - -9- - I. Q. 92 School Marks Average - C 
Q~ Study - Eight is a boy with average school ability ex-
1 
cept for a reading disability. The younger of two boys, his 11 
father is a salesman and his mother manages an antique shop. I 
His home is beautifully decorated, but he is not allowed to ,\ 
play in it. A very artistic boy, he is indifferent to the ~1 
group as a whole, but asserts himself in a small group. He 
does not enjcy games, and although different from his class-
mates, he is sought after by them. 
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Grade Six - Town A 
C. ~12 :-o-- I. Q. 90 School Marks Average - C 
Q~ Study - Nine is a girl from a very happy home with an 
adequate income, the elder of two children. Her father is 
an engineer. She shows no initiative, but is shy and kindly 
to all. Despite no outward signs of leadership, she is very 
well liked by classmates. 
Grade Six - Town B 
---c: x:-11 ~- I. Q. 114 School Marks Average- A 
Case Study - ~ is a girl, the middle child, in a family of 
three children. Her father is a fireman. Despite serious 
_eye trouble, she is an excellent student, is very attractive 
looking, and well liked for her shy kindness and willingness 
to help others • 
Grade Eight - Town A 
c. A. 14- 2 I. Q. 111 School Marks Average- B 
Case Study- Eleven is a very moody boy, an only child whose 
I! 
father is a campaign manager for a local political group. His
1 
I 
mother is very domineering, and the boy is rebellious of all 'I 
school authority. He is not kind to others, yet they seek him 
I 
as a leader. I. II 
Grade Eight w Town ~ 
C • A. 13 -~ I • Q. 102 
Case Study - Twelve is the class 
I ~ 
School Marks Average - B 11 
president. She is the youngJ 
est of five children, her father owns a boat house, and her 
home life seems very happy. She shows great initiative, is 
dependable and overanxious to help her classmates. 
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THE WELL-CHOSEN GROUP 
Grade One. - Town A 
II 
II 
[, 
c:A. 6-3-- I. Q. 100 School Marks Average - C'l 
Q~ Study ~ Thirteen is a tiny shy girl. She h·as a devoted 
stepmother, and ha~ one older and one younger brother. Her I 
I 
She is well father is an electrician with an adequate income. 
II 
liked for her extremely solicitous manner towards all her classl 
mates. ii 
!I 
Grade One ... Town B II 
C. A. b- 3 --I .-Q. 111 School Marks Average ... B I' 
Case Study - Fourteen is the see ond eldest of three children. I. 
Her father is a navy officer, and her home life seems happy. ,I 
She is kind, overanxious to do right, and worried for others II 
and their troubles. 
Grade Two ... Town A 
C. A. 7 ... 2 ---y .-Q. 103 School Marks Average - A 
Case Study ... Fifteen is the youngest of four boys. His father 
,. 
,I 
is a chemist, and expects a great deal from his children. Thisii 
boy is very artistic, quite an athlete, a fine leader, and never 
aggressive. He is very well liked by all. 
Grade Two - Town ~ 
C. A. 7 .. 2 I. Q. 108 School Marks Average .. A 
1 Case Study -Sixteen is a very sweet•tempered boy, the youngest , 
I 
of three children. li, His father is a · salesman, and has an over-
age income. This boy is liked for his jolly sense of humor, 11 
I, 
and overconcern for ot.hers. 
'I Grade Three - Town A 1 C. A. 8 - 1 ----y .-Q. 117 School Marks Average - B i 
I 
~ Study ... Seventeen is an extremely pretty girl with one i\ 
I, older brother. Her family income is overaverage. She is very
1 
"bossy .. when helping others, ')Jut loves to do anything for her !I 
tl 
I 
classmates. Was chosen Vice President of the school club. f, 
I 
Grade Three • Town B 
C. A. 8 - 7 ---y .-Q. 107 School Marks Average - A 
I :::em::::: :a:1::::::1::.anH::~o::1~:;e :::m:a::::ed:::;Y:nd 
1 
She 1s dependable, kindly, and jolly. 
I 
I 
I 
Grade Four • Town A 
C. A. g-:-6 -----I: Q. 106 School Marks Average - B 
Case Study - Nineteen is the youngest of two girls. Her 
er is a merchant with above average income. She is well 
fath- [I 
liked 1 
i' 
but craves affection eo much that she buys candy for the en- I 
tire group, and tries to help ~hen her own work is nnt com-
plete. A fair student with superior ability. 
Grade Four - Town B 
C. A. 'i"Q"': 1 -I: Q. 109 School Marks Average - A 
Case Study .. Twenty is an only boy. Both his parents work, but 
II 
his home life seems happy. He is well liked for his kindness 
and concern for others. 
Grade Six - Town A 
C. A. 11 - 4- I. Q,. lo4 School Marks Average - C 
Case Study - Twenty-~ is the youngest of three children. 
I 
His 
II 
father is a police inspector and is devoted to his son. The 
boy is popular for his unusual athletic skill, and for his mod-
s. 
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Grade Six - Town B 
C. A. 11 - 5-- I. Q. 113 School Marks Average - A 
Case Study - Twenty-two is an only child of divorced parents. 
She lives with her mother, who is a secretary. She is a fav 
ite with her classmates despite her kindly indifference to 
them. A studious girl, she shuns games and group activities. 
Grade Eight • IQ!n ~ 
C. A. 13 - 10 I. Q. 110 School Marks Average ·- A 
Case Study - Twenty-three is the youngest of three children. 
Her family income is adequate, and her father works as an elec 
trician. Her concern and kindness for others make her well 
liked. 
Grade Eight - Town ~ 
C. A. 13 w 5 I. Q. 105 School Marks Average- A 
Case Study - Twenty-~ is an only child. His father is dead 
and his mother has remarried. The stepfather is a banker, and 
very fond of this boy. He is popular for his jolly sense of 
humor and kindness. 
.Til!! ISOLATES ,.-
Grade One w Town A 
c • A. 5 - 9 -I: Q. 75 ~ Study - Twenty-five is a very School Marks Average - E 
_ tiny girl with extremely 
poor vision. She must wear thick glasses. at all times. Her 
mother is dead, and the father has deserted his large family. 
This girl lives with her high school sister i 
n a loving foster 
home. Foster mother is poor, but kind to the sisters. This 
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child has a lovely smile, sings sweetly, and seeks affection of 
group. Shunned as she is different from the rest. 
Grade One - Town B 
c. A. 7- 5---- Y. Q. 92 School Marks Average-D 
Case Study - Twenty-~ is the youngest of three children. His j 
I 
father is a tire salesman with an adequate income. Home life 
seems happy. He is content to follow in school activities, and 
is retiring, timid, and not anxious to make friends. 
Grade Two w Town A 
C. A. b- 9 - -I. Q. 110 School Marks Average - B 
Case Study - Twenty-seven is the youngest boy in a family of 
five children. He has a married sister and two brothers, who 
are working. His father is a mail carrier. This boy's home 
life is very happy, and he is overloved and petted there. In 
school, he is self-satisfied, critical of others, tires easily, 
daydreams, and is very artistic. Has superior ability, but doe 
not use it. Happy by himself. 
Grade Two - Town ~ 
C:-i: 8 - 3 I. Q. 103 School Marks Average - D 
Case Study - Twenty-eight is the youngest boy in a family of 
three children. His father owns a gas station. His home life 
is not too happy for his family, and he does not get along with 
I their neighbors. This may be due to religious differences. Bo I 
has had rheumatic fever, must wear heavy glasses, is timid in II 
sports, and does not seek companionship. 
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Grade Three - Town A 
c .. A. 7 - 8 -r: ~. 108 School Marks Average - C 
~ Study - Twenty-nine is the fifth child in a family of 
seven children. Her father is a bus driver, but due to ill 
health of mother, she is shabbily dressed and untidy. A sweet l 
natured girl, she seeks constantly for friendship. 
Grade _Three - Town B 
c. A. 8- 9 ----r: Q. 103 School Marks Average -A 
Case Study - Thirty is a boy who teases and bothers his class- i 
I 
mates. His father was killed and his mother has remarried. II 
The home life seems happy, and he has a baby half-sister. He I 
is rebellious in all groups, and is shunned by his classmates. I 
Grade Frur - Town A 
C. A. a=-11 -- I. Q. 114 School Marks Average - A 
Case Study -Thirty-~ is the oldest of three boys. He comes 
from a home with an adequate income but little supervision. 
His father is a.n engineer and away from home a great deal. Th 
boy is kindly and dependable, but .ill-kept, unclean, with some 
bad personal habits. 
Grade Four -~ ~ 
C. A. g-:-7 I. Q. 95 School Marks Average ... C 
Case Study - Thirty-two is the youngest of six children. His 
father is a steam fitter. This boy has a speech deficiency, 
and lisps badly. He likes his classmates, and wants to be par 
of the group by helping them, but is ignored. 
I 
I 
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1 Grade Six - Town A C:-1: 10- 1o---- I. Q. 117 School Marks Average - B 
Case Study - Thirty-three is a modest helpful girl, the eldest 
in a family of four. She has a very happy heme life, and an 
above average income. Her father is Vice President of a coal 
company. She desires friendship, but is not sought by any one. 
Grade Six • Town B 
C. A. IO .. ly--- I. Q. lo4 School Marks Average - C 
Case Study - Thirty-four is an aggressive noisy boy. He has 
one older brother, and seems to enjoy a happy home life. His 
father owns a garage. This boy will not follow in any group 
activities, but desires friendship from his classmates. 
Grade Eight ~ Town A 
C. A. 13 - 9 I. Q. 110 School Marks Average - D 
Case Study - Thirty-~ is the youngest of three children. Be 
cause she is failing in her school work and her home life is un 
happy, her mother resents the poor marks but does nothing con-
structive to help. The girl has a severe case of skin irrita-
tion and shuns her classmates. 
Grade ~ -~ ~ 
C. A. ~7 I. Q. 100 School Marks Average-D 
Q~ Study - ~hirty-Six is an only child. He is failing in his 
school work, but his home life seems happy. Father is a Bakery 
Store Manager. This boy is dependable, and seeks the friendshi 
of the more aggressive. 
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SUMMARY OF DATA 
CHAPTER FIVE 
SUMMARY OF DATA 
Statement of the Problem. This study was carried 
on to locate by a Sociometric Test, some pupils in the class 
rooms who were Leaders, Well-Chosen, or Isolates, for -.some 
II . . . .. . .. I ·ituhv1dnal studies . 
Three hundred and twenty pupils from Grades One 
through Eight in twelve class rooms were tested. The schools 
use~ in the research were in neighborhoods near Boston. One 
locality tested was a small, residential town of average income 
I The other was a . large city, with residential and industrial 
I areas, many levels of income, varieties of nationalities, and 
1 religious denominations. 
After the tests were tabulated and sociograms 
constructed, three children from each room were selected for 
(t-he:: studies. One was a Leader, one was a Well-Chosen individu 
al, and one was an Isolate. From Check Lists sent to class 
room teachers, the mental, physical, home, and emotional back-
grounds of each child were examined. 
========~==================================-=~~-~~-=-=-==============~~=-=-=-==~========= 
Summary of the Findings. From the Socio-
metric tests it would appear that: 
1. At all grade levels, children give a high number 
of friendship choices to one individual. The 
score for Leaders in Grade Two - Town A was four-
teen; in Grade Six - Town A, it was thirteen; and 
in Grade Two - Town B, Grade Three - Town B, and 
Grade Eight - Town B, it was twelve. 
2. As children grew older, fewer choices were given 
to Leaders. In Grades Three - Town A, Grade Four -
Town B, and Grade Eight - Town B, only seven or 
eight choices went to the Leaders. 
3. In one primary grade, Grade One- Town Band one 
intermediate grade, Grade Four - Town A, there was 
a wider spread of Leadership. 
4. Only nine per cent of entire group tested were 
classified as Leaders. 
5. In all grade levels there were children classi-
fied as Well-Chosen. Grade Three - Town A had 
twenty-one, Grade Six - Town B had twenty, Grade 
One - Town A, and Grade Eight - Town A had fif-
teen. 
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6. Many pupils in a class room achieve happy pupil-
pupil relationships, as fifty-three per cent are classified as 
Well-Chosen. 
7. Children in an isolated position from the group are 
found in every grade level, and the number of Isolates do not 
always decrease as pupils are a longer time in school. Four-
teen Isolates were found in Grade Two - Town A, Grade Four -
Town A, and Grade Eight - Town B. 
8. Many children in a class room are in an atmosphere 
less friendly than their companions, since thirty-eight per 
cent were classifi ad as· Isolates. 
g. Grade Four - Town A with the greatest number of Iso-
lates (fifty-one per cent) had the greatest number of Leaders 
(nineteen per cent). 
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13. Placing children in an Isolated classification is 
done slightly more often in the Primary Grades (fifty-three 
per cent) as compared with the Intermediate and Junior High 
Grades (forty-seven per cent). 
14. The number of mutual choices is not constant in 
each grade. It does not increase or decrease as the pupil 
matures, but seems to depend on the individual social struc-
ture of the class room. Grade Two - Town B had twelve, 
Grade Four - Town A had ten, Grade Six - Town A had eleven, 
Grade Six - Town B had twenty-nine, while Grade Eight - Town 
B had seven mutual choices. 
15. The number of boy and girl choices does seem to 
decrease up to Grade Six. Grade One - Town A had twenty of 
such choices which decreased to eight choices in Grade Six -
Town A, and to zero in Grade Six - Town B. They tend to 
increase again in the Junior High level for the Eighth Grade 
gave eleven boy•girl choices. 
From the Check List returns on the various 
items relating to the mental, physical, emotional, and home 
backgrounds of the thirty-six '· :..c:h~i l:cf:rtei.d, · ·· , it would seem 
that: 
1. There is no great difference in the chronological 
age distribution of the groups. The age of Leaders ranges 
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from six to thirteen years, and the Isolates from five to four-
teen years. 
2. There is a wide range of intelligence quotients among 
Leaders themselves ( 132 I. Q. to 90 I. Q.) and among Isolates 
themselv~s (117 I. Q. to 75 I. Q.). Both have a difference of 
forty-two points within their own classification. 
3. There is a smaller range of intelligence quotients 
among the Well-Chosen (117 I. Q. to 100), a difference of seven· 
teen points. 
4. The distribution of school marks--the Leaders and Well· 
Chosen--ranged from A to C, and the Isolates from A to E. Nei tl-
er Leaders nor Well-Chosen were found in the D or E range of 
marks, but one third of the Isolates were in this marking cate-
gory. 
5. In the relation ship with members of their own class, 
Leaders were never found to be unfriendly, but forty-two per 
cent of the case study Isolates had unfriendly relationships. 
6. None of the Leaders had divorce, separation, cr death 
among their parents. The WellwChosen had one case of divorce 
and three of death, while the Isolates had two cases of death. 
7. There is a wide range between the number of children 
in the Leader's families (from one to eight). Isolates had 
almost as wide a range (from one to seven children). 
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8. Most of . these . Studies for Leaders, . Isolates, and 
Well-Chosen had three children in the family. 
9. The numerical position of . pupil s :· · s t udied in their 
families did not show a wide range of difference. The Leaders 
went from first to fifth, the Well-Chosen from first to four, 
the Isolates from first to sixth. However, sixty-seven per cen 
of the Leaders were the first-born in their family as compared I 
with thirty-three per cent of Well-Chosen, and twenty-five per 
cent of Isolates. 
10. The physical health of the Leaders and Isolates 
ranges from excellent to having physical defects. Ninety-two 
per cent of the Leaders had excellent physical health as com-
pared to fifty per cent of the Isolates. 
11. No advantage was found in any group for school at-
tendance. All three groups had eleven cases of regular at-
tendance to one case of irregular attendance. 
12. The family income of all groups ranged from Overav-
erage to Poor. Both the Leaders and Isolates had eight cases 
in the Average Income Level with the Well-Chosen having seven 
cases. As sixty-four per cent of all fad·r vtd:uals - fell in the 
Average Income level, no advantage appears for either group. 
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13. The employment of fathers was not a factor in making 
a pupil a Leader, Well-Chosen, or Isolate, as the only case of 
unemployment was found in a Leader's home. Store managers and 
engineers were found in Leaders and Isolates. Salesmen and 
Factory Workers were found in the Well-Chosen and Isolates. 
Electricians were found in the Leaders and Well-Chosen. 
14. There was no wide difference between the Leaders, 
Well-Chosen, and Isolates, in their relationship with the mem-
1 bers of their family. Leaders and Isolates ranged from Harmoni 
ous to Poor, Well-Chosen from Harmonious to Fair. Ten Leaders, , 
eleven Well-Chosen, and Eight Isolates were found to have har-
monious relationships with their families. 
15. The outstanding personality traits of Leaders, Well-
Chosen, and Isolates, were dependability and kindness. There 
were nine Leaders found to be dependable, eight Well-Chosen 
and four Isolates among the :J!hd·ivLdual~ &tpdi es . 
16. Both Leaders and Isolates had seven cases that were 
noted for their kindness and eight for the Well- Chosen. Iso-
lates were more indifferent to the group (8 cases) as con-
trasted with the Leaders (4 cases) and Well-Chosen (2 cases). 
17. No wide difference was noted in the trait of being 
content to follow (six cases for Leaders and seven cases for 
.. 
Isolates). 
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18. The Isolates were slightly more reticent (four cases 
to two cases each for Leaders and Well-Chosen) and more timid 
(5 cases to two cases each for Leaders and Well-Chosen). 
19. A wide difference was noted in aggressiveness betwee 
the three groups. Leaders and Well-Chosen were found aggress-
ive in only two cases, but Isolates had six cases reported. 
20. A wide difference was also noted in showing initia-
tive. Seven Leaders, five Well-Chosen, and only one Isolate 
had this trait • 
21. The club membership of the groups showed . only two 
Isolates belonging to one club, as compared with seven Leaders 
and six Well-Chosen. 
22. No significant difference was found in the Church at 
tendance of the groups. Eleven Isolates and Well-Chosen with 
ten Leaders were classified as attending regularly. 
CONCLUSIONS - From the findings it would appear that: 
1. Sociometric Tests reveal the social relationships of 
individuals in a class room at a given time. 
2. Sociometric Tests show the structure of interrela-
tions, but not the reasons for this structure. 
I 
'I 
3.Sociometric Tests point out the real leaders in a class 
who can be effective in social living, and the Isolates in need 
of guidance in group living. 
4. A study of Leaders, Well-Chosen, and Isolates reveals 
the similarity between all groupe in many items of their men-
tal, physical, and home background. In some personality traits 
Leaders and Isolates showed the greatest difference. 
5. As Isolates and Leaders were found in every class room ~ 
and are so different in their personality traits, more guid-
ance and education in social living would seem essential to ef-
fective teaching. 
Suggestions for further stugy: 
1. A follow-up study of the sam e ·i ndivi dual s over a 
period of one to two years to see if they retained their rela-
tive role in the class room. 
2. Successive Sociometric Tests given to the same class 
rooms at two-month intervals for a year, to see if the same 
patterns would appear. 
3. Successive Sociometric Tests given to a controlled 
group who had been exposed to teaching and guidance in group 
living with individual therapy, in contrast to a tested group 
with no follow-up planned activities for more harmonious 
living. 
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